JFK Planned Invasion of Cuba 
During '62 Missile Crisis-RFK 


NEW YORK (AP)— The late 
S: :l Robert F. Kennedy, in 
hid personal memoir on the 
3962 Cuban missis crisis, srrd 
President J£h;i F, Kennedy 
wn is prepared to order a 250,* 
Cfljj-mah invasion of the island 
if (he U.5. naval blockade did 
not succeed. 


Kennedy said that on Satur- 
day, Oct, 27, after President 
Kennedy had written to Soviet 
Premier Nikita Khrushchev 


again demanding the removal 
oT Russian missiles from 
Cuba, there was little opti- 
mism at the White House, 

‘ The President was not op- 
timistic^ 3 wrote Kennedy, 
**Nor was I . . . He had not 
abandoned hope, but what 
hope there was now rested 
with Khrushchevs revising 
his course within the next few 
hours. It was a hope, not an 
expectation. The expectation 


<,,/ 'ill/ a. 
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The magazine paid more than 
Si m-llion for the 2L000-word 
memoir, an unprecedented 
price. 


I In the article, titled Thir- 
teen Days/’ Robert Kennedy, 
who at the time was attorney 
general, details the activities 
of the President and his ad- 
viser.; from Oc.. 16, when it 
|j wa:; first revealed that the 
Russians were placing mis- 
siles in Cuba, to Oct. 28, the 
Sunday that the announce- 
ment of the withdrawal was 
made. 


KENNEDY WROTE that in 
the curly stages of the debate 
over what to do, “most felt 
■ - that an air strike against 
the missile site could be the 
only course/’ 


Later during the first day, 
he said, the idea of a quaran- 
tine or blockade was raised. 
f Although support for a 
blockade g r e w, Kennedy 
wrote, most of the president's 
military advisers “argued 
5 strongly ... that a military 
attack was essential.” 


AMONG THOSE advisers 
was Curtis E, LeMay, then 
the Air Force chief of staff 
now the running mate of 
third-party presidential candi 
date George C. Wallace. 

LeMay, Kennedy wrote, as- 
smed the president “there 
would be no reaction n from 
the Russians to an attack on 
Cuba, but '"President Kern 
nedy was skeptical. 1 ' 


was a military confrontation 
by Tuesday and possibly to- 
morrow.” 

THE NEXT DAY, however. 
Khrushchev agreed to disman- 
tle and withdraw the missiles 
under inspection and super- 
vision. 

Kennedy's memoirs of the 
account were published yes- 
terday by McCall's magazine. 
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KENNEDY SAID the presi- 
dent made his decision for a 
naval blockade instead of an 
air attack Saturday night, 
Oet. 20. 

Even after Resident Ken- 
nedy announced his actions on 
Monday night, Kennedy said, 
military preparations conin- 
ued. 

The late senator said his 
brother ordered the Penta- 
gon to prepare for an inva- 
sion, 

Robert S, McNamara, then 
defense secretary and one of 
the earliest advocates of a 
blockade, told the president 
that 25i) t 000 men would be nec- 
essary, Kennedy said 
ONE OF THE THUS of 
gravest concern, Kennedy 
said, was Wednesday when the 
quarantine went into effect 
and it was learned that a 
Russian submarine had moved 
into position, just outside the 
blockade line, in between two 
Russian ships. 

The -cal break came in a 
loiter from the Soviet premier 
received Friday morning in 
which Khrushchev first of- 
fered to withdraw' the mis- 
f siles. 

A MESSAGE received Sat- 
urday, however, from the For- 
eign Office of the Kremlin, 
demanded that the United 
j ! States remove its missiles 
from Turkey in exchange for 
the withdrawal, Kennedy 
wrote. This was rejected. 

The Join! Chiefs of Staff, 
Kennedy wrote, recommended 
“an air strike on Monday, 
followed shortly afterward by 
an invasion , . T 
IN THE MIDST of the meet' 
ing news came that the U2 
plane piloted by May Rudolf 
Anderson Jr. of South Caro- 
lina. one of the two Air Force 
pilots who had carried out the 
l original reconnissance mis- 
j siems that uncovered the mis- 
« sile preparations, had been 
hit by a Russian missile over 
Cuba, Kennedy wrote, 
ij “At first, there was almost 
unanimous agreement that we 
had to attack early the next 
morning/’ the late senator 
■ said, but the President “pulled 
even' one back.” 

While continuing to prepare 
for an invasion, the president 
wrote once again to Khrush- 
chov. then waited. 


